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Texas A&M University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 382 pages. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 6.1in.
x L.1in.In the early days of Texas, the work of the cowhand was essential to the newly arrived settlers building a
life on the frontier. The story of the Anglo cowboys who worked the ranches of Texas is well known, but much
more remains to be discovered about the African American cowhands who worked side-by-side with the
vaqueros and Anglo cowboys. The cowboy learned his craft from the vaqueros of New Spain and Texas when it
was the northern territory of Mexico, as well as from the stock raisers of the south. Such a life was hardly
glamorous. Poorly fed, underpaid, overworked, deprived of sleep, and prone to boredom and loneliness,
cowboys choked in the dust, were cold at night, and suffered broken bones in falls and spills from horses
spooked by snakes or tripped by prairie dog holes. Work centered on the fall and spring roundups, when
scattered cattle were collected and driven to a place for branding, sorting for market, castrating, and in later
years, dipping in vats to prevent tick fever. African American cowboys, however, also had to survive
discrimination, bigotry, and prejudice. The lives of these cowhands tell a story of skill and grit, as they did what
was necessary to gain the trust and respect of those who controlled their destiny. That meant being the bestat
roping, bronc busting, taming mustangs, calling the brands, controlling the remuda, or topping off horses.
From scattered courthouse records, writings, and interviews with a few of the African American cowhands who
were part of the history of Texas, Sara Massey and a host of writers have retrieved the stories of a more diverse
cattle industry than has been previously recorded. Twenty-five writers here recount...
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