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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER V THE ECONOMIC INTERESTS OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE CONVENTION Having shown that four groups of property rights were adversely aCected by the
government under the Articles of Confederation, and that economic motives were behind the movement for a
reconstruction of the system, it is now necessary to inquire whether the members of the Convention which
draEed the Constitution represented in their own property aCiliations any or all of these groups. In other words,
did the men who formulated the fundamental law of the land possess the kinds of property which were
immediately and directly increased in value or made more secure by the results of their labors at Philadelphia?
Did they have money at interest? Did they own public securities? Did they hold western lands for appreciation?
Were they interested in shipping and manufactures? The purpose of such an inquiry is not, of course, to show
that the Constitution was made for the personal benefit of the members of the Convention. Far from it. Neither
is it of any moment to discover how many hundred thousand dollars accrued to them as a result of the
foundation of the new government. The only point here considered is: Did they represent distinct groups whose
economic interests they understood and felt in concrete, definite form through their own personal experience
with identical property rights, or were they working merely under the guidance of abstract principles of
political science? Unfortunately, the materials for such a...
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