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Reagan, of Texas What justice is there in that? Let us, for one moment, revert to the history of the Government
to know whether it is just in it to assume the responsibility of so grave an act. I need hardly say that, at the date
of the Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen colonies of the Union was slaveholding. At the date of
the formation of the Federal Constitutien, twelve years aEer that, twelve of the thirteen States of the Union were
slaveholding States. Is it to be presumed that twelve out of thirteen States made a Constitution which was
intended to recognize slaves as freemen and equals? It would be asking too much of human credulity to believe
such a proposition. If anything were necessary to repel the idea, it is supplied by the bare fact that the
convention which framed this Constitution, and gave it to us as the charter of our rights and liberties, provided
in it for keeping open the African slave trade for twenty years aEer the formation of that Constitution, so that
the white race might go on under authority of the Constitution and acquire a larger amount of property in
negro slaves. The interests of a portion of the States were found not to require African slaver; and these States
disposed of their negroes, not so numerous then, it is true, as they were in some of the more southern States.
Then they made their States what they call free States. The southern States raised no objection, and had no
right to raise any objection, that...
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