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Readers who are acquainted with New Songs will recognise the aim and scope of this sequel to that remarkable
volume. We claim we are doing a literary service, the least part of which is (in the sneering phrase of a
superficial critic) the rescuing from oblivion of a number of minor poets. A very cursory glance at the names of
the contributors to this volume and its predecessor would reveal to anyone with the slightest acquaintance with
modern verse that all our writers are not unknown and unpublished, although one of our objects has been to
include examples of the work of writers who have not appeared in book form previously, while others whose
names are not unknown lend dignity and prestige to the efforts of those who are appealing for the first time for
public recognition. In this direction we have been of some service. New Songs brought to light and won regard
for a number of writers who would not have achieved their Object if they had resorted to the expensive method
of publishing on their own. But on this subject we said enough in New Songs. A more difficult task than finding
meritorious poetry worthy of inclusion in such a volume as this is the making of a market in poetry. We want to
secure and stimulate the interest of the general public - the reading public - in modern verse. More readers
rather than more writers Of poetry are required. This is not the place to deal with the mission and value of
poetry. We will take the case as proved. Our intentions are...
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