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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER II ON THE SENTIMENT OF THE NECESSITY OF
CHANGE Move- Two circumstances arrest the attention of ments of those who turn their regard to the present
E?g! sh political condition of the English nation-- first, that there is an almost universal sentiment of the
approach of some change to be wrought in the institutions of the government, and secondly, the necessity and
the desirableness of such a change. From the first of these propositions, it being matter of fact, no person
addressing the public can dissent. The latter, from a general belief in which the former flows and on which it
depends, is matter of opinion, but one which to the mind of all, excepting those interested in maintaining the
contrary is a doctrine so clearly established that even they, admitting that great abuses exist, are compelled to
impugn it by insisting upon the specious topic, that popular violence, by which they alone could be remedied,
would be more injurious than the continuance of those abuses. But as those who argue thus derive for the most
part great advantage and convenience from the continuance of these abuses, their estimation of the mischiefs
of popular violence as compared with the mischiefs of tyrannical and fraudulent forms of government are
likely, from the known principles of human nature, to be exaggerated. Such an estimate comes too with a
worse grace from them, who if they would, in opposition to their own unjust advantage, take...
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