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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .of the debased kind that was in vogue in the sixteenth century, which
without doubt must have been placed over it by Sir Richard Ashton when he rebuilt the nave in 1524. Now, it
may be taken as certain that a monument so conspicuous as this one is must have been intended to
commemorate some person or family that was well known and of great importance. At the time of Richard
Ashton it was probably remembered who this person or family was, and hence the care that was taken, when
the aisle was extended northwards, to place it in a recess and arch it over, so as to prevent it being trampled on
and effaced. But in all the genealogies or pedigrees, not merely of the lords of Middleton, but of any of the
families in the neighbourhood, or with whom they intermarried, there has never been a family of the surname
of Maud. For many years | was unable to imagine how a statement so ridiculous could have found its way into a
professedly historical work, and it is only within the last three or four years that | have found a clue to the origin
of the statement. An important monument like this, which was so well cared for by the early lords who
succeeded, must have been intended as a memorial to some person of dignity and influence. All antiquaries,
whose reputation entitle them to respect, have given as the most probable explanation...
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