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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 172 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.4in.In an apartment at Paris, one morning
during the Reign of Terror, a man, whose age might be somewhat under thirty, sat before a table covered with
papers, arranged and labelled with the methodical precision of a mind fond of order and habituated to
business. Behind him rose a tall bookcase surmounted with a bust of Robespierre, and the shelves were filled
chiefly with works of a scientific character, amongst which the greater number were on chemistry and
medicine. There were to be seen also many rare books on alchemy, the great Italian historians, some English
philosophical treatises, and a few manuscripts in Arabic. The absence from this collection of the stormy
literature of the day seemed to denote that the owner was a quiet student, living apart from the strife and
passions of the Revolution. This supposition was, however, disproved by certain papers on the table, which were
formally and laconically labelled Reports on Lyons, and by packets of letters in the handwritings of Robespierre
and Couthon. At one of the windows a young boy was earnestly engaged in some occupation which appeared
to excite the curiosity of the person just described; for this last, after examining the childs movements for a few
moments with a silent scrutiny that betrayed but little of the half-complacent, half-melancholy affection with
which busy man is apt to regard childhood, rose noiselessly from his seat, approached the boy, and looked over
his shoulder unobserved. In a crevice of the wood by the window, a huge black spider had formed his web; the
child had just discovered another spider, and placed it in the meshes: he was watching the result of his...
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