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illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . . . days or it may last several weeks. Both teachers and pupils are discouraged,
because they do not understand that this is a part of the learning process. Suddenly and sometimes without
premonition, the diAiculties clear, and the learner leaps forward. Could anything be more illuminating than this
when you think of the slow child who wakes up about the middle of the year and begins to read as well as
anyone in the class Just two more quotations and I am sure you who have not had the pleasure, will read more
for yourselves at the earliest opportunity. Ability to strengthen the foundation knowledge, and at the same time
to avoid the equally grave danger of monotony is one test of a good teacher. And again, The loose hold on the
first principles of the subject was suAicient to bring the first advance, but now the complications have
increased, and to understand their relations requires attention. Though the feeling of monotony does not cause
this arrest of progress, it doubtless tends to prolong it, and to lessen its eAects is one of the problems of
teaching. Th value of constructive play as a factor in development is an unworked educational mine. An
experience of my own may illustrate this last point. Not long ago, I went into a second grade room, where the
children were reading Eskimo stories. I looked around for the sand table, with its igloos and dog sleds and
queer little clay seals,...
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