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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Thomas Carlyle Carlyle s father and mother were
strictly religious people. They belonged to a sect of Seceders from the old Scottish Kirk, and worshiped in a little
rustic meeting-house. They were Calvinists of the old-fashioned type. Nine years of Carlyle s life were passed
amid these home influences. When he was ten, his Ecclefechan teacher, who regarded him as a genius, having
made good report of his progress, and his minister s son having introduced him to Latin, his father decided to
send him to the grammar school at Annan, six miles distant. Here his instruction was mechanical, and only
moderately good; his schoolmates, owing to his small size, his quiet, retiring habits, and his fidelity, long
maintained, to a promise given his mother never to fight, treated him harshly, nicknamed him the Tearful, and
his time, as he said, was utterly wasted; an assertion which was scarcely true, since by means of some small
store of curious reading, by going much to the craftsmen s workshops, and especially by the help of his
mathematical teacher, he made considerable additions to his knowledge while at Annan. His father, feeling
confident that he was no ordinary boy, determined to send him to the University at Edinburgh. Accordingly, in
the dreary month of November, 1809, this lad of fourteen, guided by one Tom Small, who had been some two
years at college, walked from Ecclefechan to Edinburgh, nearly one hundred miles, in five days, and entered
himself as a student of its University. To this simple Ecclefechan boy Edinburgh was at first a wonderland, and
his entrance into association with the distinguished professors and the eleven...
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