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Stock Exchange is a place of which one hears every day in the year and every hour in the day, and yet very few
know anything of it, beyond the single fact that it is the place where all the transactions in stocks occur. The
modern institution of exchanges dates more particularly from the 16th century in Continental Europe. The
name Borse in German, Bourse in French, originated from the belief that the first gathering of the kind took
place in the early part of the 16th century at Bruges, in Flanders, in the house of a family of the name of Van
der Borse. According to another tradition, the first exchange was had at Amsterdam, in a house which had
three purses hewn in stone over the gates, thus accounting for the use of the word Bourse. Previous to the latter
part of the 16th century, the London merchants used to meet without shelter in Lombard street. Sir Richard
Gresham, having seen the covered walks used for exchange abroad, contemplated erecting a similar building
in London. The scheme was carried into effect by his son, Sir Thomas Gresham, who offered to erect a building
if the citizens would provide a plot of ground. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present...
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