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will not be a merry Christmas to Worthington. Have you not heard of Mrs. Burgess, poor thing No! good
gracious, not dead, surely | was sitting with her only yesterday morning. N o, not dead, but supposed to be
dying as My husband has been at the Rectory ever since last night, and | just fast as she can. looked in for a
moment on my way to the schools, and heard she was not expected to live through the day. Nelson. Here comes
Mrs. Perhaps she has had some news since | was there. She still lives, was Mrs. Nelsons reply to the various
questions which assailed her as she approached, whilst tears rolled down her face, but the rector has been up
all night, and of course cannot leave her now till all is Mr. Nelson and Mr. Cuthbert are to do the whole three
services between them to-day, and to-morrow being Sunday makes it very hard duty. Poor Brenda, ejaculated
Mrs. Grey after a brief pause, during which the three ladies appeared each turning over in their minds the
different effects that this death would have upon their circle, and upon Worthington in general; | wonder how
she will bear it. She is wonderfully calm...
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